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Anatomy of a Revolt: 
The Organization and the 
Chaos of the RNC Protests 




by Bruce Paul 

The resistance against the Republican 
National Convention (RNC) went be- 
yond actions trying to disrupt the con- 
vention, which took place in the Twin Cities 
September 1-4. There were actions, but sup- 
porting them and their participants was a de- 
centralized infrastructure that was grounded 
firmly in the community. Real interactions 
and real communication took place among 
protestors, organizers and members of the 
St. Paul community, whose relationships will 
hopefully continue past the conventions. 

Taking a step back, it's valuable to com- 
pare what happened this past Labor Day with 
Seattle in '99. The protests against the World 
Trade Organization in Seattle, which took 
place less than a decade ago, have already be- 
come a myth; they are a benchmark for orga- 



AFTER THE RNC 



Understanding the strategies: 
What went right, 
What went wrong, and 
What we can learn from it, 



nizing and actions to not only match, but also 
surpass. Even more than its achievements, 
it was a watershed moment for the whole 
movement (anarchist, anti-authoritarian, anti- 
capitalist, etc.) showing what decentralized 
organization could accomplish. While the 
actions against the WTO in '99 and the RNC 
in '08 had similar goals (to stop the meeting/ 
convention), there were differences and im- 
provements in the organizing that took place 
in St. Paul. 

The RNC Welcoming Committee (WC) 
was an anarchist organizing group based out 
of the Twin Cities that facilitated discussion 
for actions that were to take place on the first 
of September (SI), and helped orchestrate a 

...continued on page 4 





Photos for article by Mike and 
James from NYC Indjwedia 



om NYC Indyme 

j_ 




Who are the real terrorists? Check out the full spread on page 4. 



Banner in Paul Revere Mall, North 
End, Boston. Photo by Christ Almighty 



Third Annual 
Sacco and Van- 
zetti Parade 



by The Sacco and Vanzetti 
Commemoration Society 

On Saturday August 23, Boston re- 
membered the 8 1st anniversary of the 
execution of Nicola Sacco and Bar- 
tolomeo Vanzetti, two Italian immigrants and 

...continued on next page 
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David Rothasuer, director of The Diary ofSacco and Vanzetti speaks Vanzetti's 
last words before his execution at a pre-march rally Photo by Christ Almighty. 



Letter to the Editors : 



There are considerable factual inaccuracies 
in your article about the war over S. O. in your 
latest newsletter. I noticed that this article was 
only a paragraph when it takes considerably 
longer to actually understand the real nature 
of the crisis within Georgia. The author re- 
lies on information about Georgia's borders, 
in particularly, from a small Anarchist group 
in Georgia when it's possible to look at a map 
and see for yourself which nations Georgia 
borders open. 

S. O. decided to integrate into the Soviet 
Republic of Georgia in the 1930s after sign- 
ing a treaty. Previously, S.O. decided to go out 
alone as S. O. has it's own language, ethnic- 
ity and culture. S.O. was nationally oppressed 
dually by Russian chauvinism and Georgian 
chauvinism. After the treaty was signed, S.O., 
unfortunately, got fucked over. Georgia de- 
manded that only the Georgian language be 
spoken throughout the entire region and S.O. 
cultural practices were suppressed. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Georgia 
again spearheaded their territorial aims and 
attempted to forcibly remove S. O.'s semi-au- 
tonomous label, practicing close to genocide 
against the people of S. O. At this point, most 
people in S. O. had Russian passports. S.O. 
were Russia friendly, considering Georgia had 



oppressed them for decades. Clearly, it is not 
apt to side with Georgian chauvinism or Rus- 
sian proto-Imperialism, but, it is important to 
side with the right of self-determination of S. 
O., who clearly opposed being integrated into 
Georgia any longer. Whether the Russians 
helped them out or not is actually not crucial 
to the debate. Even though Russia had her 
own aims in securing a pro-Russia Georgia, 
which was not overrun by Georgia, a country 
aspiring to join NATO, Russia effectively up- 
held the freedom of S. O. to separate from a 
nation which had oppressed it for centuries. 

The author also quotes that Russia is the 
"only" country that recognizes S. O. as inde- 
pendent, rather despairingly. Well, only a few 
days ago did Russia actually recognize S. O. 
as independent and that was met with jubila- 
tion in the streets of S. O. 

I reiterate. I do not side with Russia or 
Georgia, but, I do uphold the right to S. O. 
to determine it's own future and bless the 
Russian Army for defending an oppressed 
nation. 

Yours in struggle, 
Collective Manuel Marulanda 



Lessons from 
Beyond the Grave: 
Sacco and Van- 
zetti Case Still 
Relevant Today 



...continued from page 1 

committed anarchists whose trial is widely re- 
garded as one of the greatest miscarriages of 
justice in American history. Calling attention 
to the continued repression of immigrants and 
radicals, the Sacco and Vanzetti Commemo- 
ration Society (SVCS) gathered in Copley 
Square at 1PM, followed by a march to the 
North End at 3PM, which concluded with a 
rally at 5PM at the Paul Revere Mall, featur- 
ing a number of speakers, including Boston 
City Councilor Chuck Turner, Pasqualino Co- 
lombaro, May Day's Dorotea Manuela, and 
BAAM/LPC's own Molly Adelstein. 

Councilor Turner presented the SVCS with 
an official proclamation passed by the Bos- 
ton City Council declaring August 23, 2008 
Sacco and Vanzetti Commemoration Day in 
the City of Boston. 

The march counted the distinguished par- 
ticipation of the Emperor Norton Stationary 
Marching Band, which contributed beauti- 
ful music and garnered much attention from 
passer-by s. The march also marked the One- 
year anniversary of the release of the first is- 
sue of the BAAM Newsletter, and this year 
BAAM members distributed around 400 
copies of Issue #12 to bewildered onlookers 
along the route to the North End. 

We invoke our local history not only to 
remember Sacco and Vanzetti, but also to 
demonstrate how little has changed in the 8 1 
years following their execution. Nationalist 
fear-mongering and the repression of dissi- 
dents are as prevalent today as it was during 
the Red Scare in the early 20th century. To- 
day, the method in which immigrant workers 
are regularly detained and deported under the 
pretext of a War on Terror, a War on Drugs 
or securing our borders, is eerily similar to 
the Palmer Raids targeting immigrants in the 
1920s. And while the overwhelming major- 
ity of developed nations have abolished the 
death penalty, the retention of capital punish- 
ment in the United States keeps the U.S. in 
alarmingly poor company with other coun- 
tries notorious for human rights abuses. For 
the third year in a row, the SVCS sought to 
bring public attention to these wrongs in hope 
for a better tomorrow. 
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Four Arrested at 
Roxbury Blockade 



by Dave Goodman, from Open Media 
Boston (openmediaboston.org) 

About 50 people, activists from the Ja- 
maica Plain based organization City 
Life/Vida Urbana, and their support- 
ers, gathered in front of 76 Perrin Street in 
Roxbury today, to try and block police from 
evicting one of the building's residents, Paula 
Taylor, 43. 

Six people chained themselves to the front 
and back entrances of the building. 

After a standoff that lasted more than an 
hour, Boston police from the area B-2 precinct 
and officers with Boston Special Operations, 



finally cut the protester's chains and arrested 
four of the six activists. Shortly thereafter, 
workers with a moving and storage company 
began removing Ms. Taylor's belongings and 
placing them in a truck. She told reporters she 
was not sure where she would go. 

Attorneys with the local chapter of the Na- 
tional Lawyers Guild observed the eviction 
and arrests. Students and staff from Harvard 
Law School also were in attendance and sev- 
eral spoke with reporters. 

Ms. Taylor's condo was foreclosed upon 
earlier this year. The mortgage is owned by 
Bank of America. She said she offered to pay 
rent to the bank and move out once a qualified 
buyer for her condo could be found, but she 
and spokespersons for City Life/Vida Urbana 
said the bank rejected that offer. 




The fight for tenants' rights is far 
from over. City Life and other orga- 
nizations are stepping up to stop the 
banks from taking people's homes. 




Illustration by Christoper Knapp from Eli County Prison in Nevada. Help a prisoner and join the Boston Anarchist Black 
Cross twice a month to exchange and write letter to prisoners pen-pals. Check the calendar for more details. 
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THE BATTLE OF ST. PAUL 



...continued from page 1 

huge network of mutual aid for the people 
coming to protest the conventions. They 
were not an action group, but instead focused 
their attention on building capacity, move- 
ment infrastructure, and improving ties with 
local communities during the Convention. 

With the help of the WC, anyone in the 
Twin Cities during the convention could get 
free meals, free housing, free legal help and 
free medical attention, among other things. 
There was a deliberate attempt at building ca- 
pacity for the movement so that in the future 
this mutual aid can exist without the need of a 
convention or protest. Despite being a large- 
ly anarchist and anti-authoritarian organizing 
group, the WC worked closely with other 
groups that did not identify as anarchist, but 
were facing and fighting the same struggles 
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Seattle pro- 
were sue- 
in their ac- 
Protestors in 



St. Paul was divided into seven sectors. Each sector 
planned their own actions in hope of stopping the RNC. 




would "adopt" a sector, 
taking on the responsi- 
bility of organizing ac- 
tions within their local 
communities. This then 
empowered local groups 
to organize how and 
what they wanted to do. 
The WC did an amaz- 
ing job at organizing a 



against the same institutions. Because of 
this, the movement and solidarity were much 
stronger than they could have been if the work 
had been done solely by and for anarchists. It 
seems like after the convention and protestors 
leave, there will still be good connections and 
communication between local groups carry- 
ing on the struggle for everyday life. 

The WC also served as an information 
clearinghouse for the groups that were com- 
ing to the Twin Cities. It facilitated discus- 
sion that eventually provided a basic outline 
for groups to organize around. Through the 
pre-RNC consultas, people and groups from 
across the country started talking and a goal 
emerged: to "Crash the Conventions" and stop 
the delegates from getting to the Xcel Center, 
disabling them from making quorum (which 
was needed in order to officially vote McCain 
to be the Republican presidential nominee). 
Downtown St. Paul was broken into seven 
sectors surrounding the Xcel Center, each 
with key intersections. The hope was that dif- 
ferent local groups from around the country 




decentralized network that allowed groups to 
coordinate actions throughout downtown St. 
Paul without assuming an authoritarian role. 
The great thing about the plan for SI was 
that there was a concrete goal for the day. 
Presumably, few thought that preventing del- 
egates from ever reaching quorum was a re- 
alistic goal. Yet, like in Seattle, people hoped 
to stop the convention for at least one day. 
What happened in the Twin Cities, however, 
wasn't successful in the same way that Seattle 
had been. 



the Twin Cities were 
extremely success- 
ful in organizing the 
actions, but were not 
completely success- 
ful in literally stop- 
ping the delegates, 
which can be attrib- 
uted to a few things. 
The first and main 
problem was that 
there just weren't 
enough people there 
to accomplish the 
actions that were 
planned. During the 
spokes councils that 
occurred in the days 
preceding SI, multiple sectors announced 
that they didn't have the numbers that they 
thought were necessary to stop transporta- 
tion within their sector (as well as two sectors 
that were yet to be adopted). Yet, as it turned 
out, one of the sectors with lower than ideal 
numbers turned out to be the most effective 
through coordinated hard blockades, some- 
thing that other sectors weren't planning for 
or were thwarted before they could 
fully set up. Maybe hard blockades 
throughout downtown would have 
provided better results, although 
this would have required more time 
to coordinate. There were attempts 
to discuss possibilities of other ac- 
tions that could strategically aid 
in the blockades, but for the most 
part these fell through due to lack 
of time. 

At the end of the first day, there 
were organized actions and disrup- 
tion in the streets for a period of 
time before the police and National 
Guard got things under control. 
Busses were canceled, rerouted, and other- 
wise disrupted as they came face to face with 
protestors blockading the streets. People 
took to the streets early and fought for space 
throughout the afternoon. 

The massive show of police force during 
SI and the following days cannot be ignored, 
despite attempts by corporate media. It start- 
ed prior to the protests when houses as well as 
the convergence space were raided, based on 
absurd allegations and evidence by the Ram- 
...continued on next page 
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...continued from previous page 

sey County Sherrif Bob Fletcher in an attempt 
to instill fear in dissidents and to try to destroy 
the infrastructure. This left several activists 
detained prior to SI. On the streets, police 
were shooting tear gas at anyone and every- 
one, not just protestors but also families with 
kids. The police fired concussion grenades 
right next to people's heads and used pepper 




spray so liberally that it is unlikely they knew 
at whom they were spraying it. And it wasn't 
just protestors who were targeted. Journalists, 
both corporate and independent, were caught 
up in the mess and often were arrested with 
protestors. The police have been called out 
on numerous occasions for fascist tactics and 
overwhelming aggression in their attempts to 
provoke protestors to "act up" so that they are 
"justified" in using their toys. 

Their attempts at provoking protestors, 
along with their show of force, reveals just 
how desperate authority in this county is to la- 
bel anarchists as "terrorists." Currently, eight 
WC organizers are facing terrorism charges 
under Minnesota's version of the PATRIOT 
Act. The images that get shown over and 
over in corporate media are the few instances 
of property destruction. Yet there was no talk 
beyond these few broken windows. There 
was no talk about how other groups organiz- 
ing around the convention were calling out 
the police tactics utilized against protestors 
and organizers alike. There was no talk on 
why people were doing what they were do- 
ing. There was no talk regarding the police 
brutality and torture within the prison. Nope, 
only windows being broken. 

Despite the police repression and bad media 
coverage of the RNC, the WC and the local 
community were able to build enough infra- 



structure to have a lasting positive impact on 
the future. In this sense, the protests weren't 
used or seen as the totality of the organizing, 
but instead focused on how the protests could 
be used to create better solidarity and com- 
munications between groups as well as carry 
and create revolutionary momentum. Seattle, 
the anti-globalization movement, and the G8 
protests were great opportunities for radical 
communities to show what they can accom- 
plish. What needs to be done now is to make 



sure that the mutual aid and communication 
between groups continue on after the conven- 
tion ends so that communities can flourish. 

The organizing against the RNC by the WC 
could be another watershed moment. It's im- 
possible to say if it is now, because it is now 
up to us to carry the momentum onwards, 
both in our own communities as well as the 
next time the spectacular machine rears its 
ugly head. 



Riot Police Target 
Journalists at RNC 



> 



by Sofia Jarrin, Boston IMC 

By the last count, as many 
as 818 protesters, journal- 
ists, and bystanders were 
arrested previous to and during the 
Republican National Convention. 
Journalists and videographers were 
particularly targeted as they tried 
to document the protests, largely 
peaceful, and random acts of civil 
disobedience. On Saturday, two 
days before the convention, mul- 
tiple house and office raids took 
place and people were detained for 
hours, most prominently members 
from I-Witness and the RNC Wel- 
coming Committee. Some from 
the committee, eight in total, were charged 
with "conspiracy to riot in furtherance of ter- 
rorism" based on a Minnesota law that was 
shaped after the Patriot Act. 

"Cops came and served warrants in several 
houses, arrested several people, and seized a 
lot of equipment," said Kris Hermes from the 
Coldsnap Legal Collective, an organization 
created to help release many of the protesters 
that were expected to be arrested. "Not only 
personal belongings were seized, but also po- 
litical propaganda by the box load. There was 
no criminal activity happening at either of 
these houses or the convergence space." 

I-Witness is an organization that docu- 
ments police brutality and was crucial in get- 
ting charges dropped against many of those 
arrested at the RNC in 2004. This time, I- 
Witness was visited by the police no less 
than three times, forced to relocate once, and 
accused of holding hostages in the building 
they were working. Luckily members of the 
National Lawyers Guild stood by their side. 

"We have seen systematic intimidation of 
independent journalists. We had the arrest 
of at least two Indymedia journalists and 
journalists with Free Speech TV. Also Amy 
Goodman as well as two other journalists 
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Support for journalists at Poor People's March 
during RNC. Photo by Bradley, Santa Cruz IMC 



from Democracy Now! Wendy from Portland 
Indymedia at the beginning of the Poor Peo- 
ple's March, was brought to the ground and 
tackled by various riot cops," said Sasha Con- 
stanza-Chock, a volunteer with I-Witness. 

Other arrested reporters include but were 
not limited to: three videographers from Pep- 
perspray Productions, two photojournalist 
students from the Kentucky Newspaper and 
their faculty advisor, one videographer from 
TheUptake, three from Associated Press, and 
four from Fox News. 

"Certainly, I-Witness plays a tremendously 
important [role] in providing evidence for 
people who have been victims of police bru- 
tality and we much appreciate their work," 
said Kris. 

On Friday, Free Press brought more than 
60,000 letters to St. Paul Mayor Chris Cole- 
man and other city officials calling for the 
release of all journalists still being held be- 
hind bars, and for all charges against them 
to be dropped. Democracy Now! producers 
Sharif Abdel Kouddous and Nicole Salazar, 
for example, had been threatened with felony 
charges; suspicion of felony riot and unlawful 
assembly. 

Police brutality at the 2008 RNC has been 
...continued on next page 
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unprecedented and there seemed to be a con- 
certed effort to intimidate and detain protest- 
ers before the RNC events kicked off. On both 
Tuesday and Wednesday, most of it happened 
in the cover of night. 

"The [Poor People's] march ended and 
there were no direct action, no speakers and 
started slowly drifting away. But then, sud- 
denly we met this line of police blocking two 
corners of intersection. I think it was St. Paul 
and Seventh, and for no reason... They just 
gave a dispersal order and people were kind 
of confused," said Sasha. "They fired the first 
concussion grenade and started shooting tear 
gas, and people started panicking. But all the 
way down towards the Capitol, there were 
line of police at every intersection blocking 
the other ways and as people reached those 
lines, people were being pepper sprayed indis- 
criminately as they ran by the line of police. 
Hundreds were indiscriminately sprayed." 

That was on Tuesday around 9:00 PM, and 
by Thursday when McCain was scheduled to 
speak, the crowd of protesters had dwindled 
to 500 plus, who despite the intimidation, 
tried to march towards the Xcel Center where 
the candidate declaimed peace. 

According to the Coldsnap Legal Collec- 
tive, the police were able to get a 50 million 
dollar grant from the Federal Government to 
bring law enforcement officers from other 
parts of Minnesota and out of state, as well as 
arm officers with 2 million dollars worth of 
chemical irritants and tasers. 

"They [the police] don't want to see that 
kind of imagery get out. They want to spin 
their story in a particular way," said Sasha. 



"Thanf^you to the thousands ofpeopCe who 
courageous Cy faced 10 ton buses, concussion 
grenades, tear gas, pepper spray, batons, 
charging horses, gas mas^s, rubber buffets, 
andaCCofthe toots of repression and intimi- 
dation that were used yesterday to repress the 
pubdc in this supposed democracy. 

Your direct actions stand in star^contrast 
to the conventioneers inside the Xcel Unergy 
Center, passiveCy dragging the party Cine and 
the rest of this worCd down with it. 

We are inspired by the extraordinary peopte 
who stopped buses, blocked highway ramps, 
and breached concrete barriers to redaim the 
streets and recapture the space of downtown 
St <PauT - From <WC <WC, September 2 




by Adrienne 

I am nothing short of terrified by the dis- 
course surrounding Governor Palin's selec- 
tion as Republican vice presidential candi- 
date. Just when I thought that the system 
couldn't be any more irreparably broken, I 
hear what should be a conversation about the 
governor and former mayor's positions on 
various critical issues and utter lack of expe- 
rience turn into a jerkfest wherein everyone is 
more interested in discussing how hot, femi- 
nist, liberated and maternal the candidate is. 
This makes my brain explode. It is clear that 
the mainstream discourse does not recognize 
Governor Palin as a politician. Leaving aside 
the insistence on sexualizing her (have you 
seen the action figures of Governor Palin in a 
schoolgirl outfit?), few have actually looked 
at her record, preferring instead to fixate on 
pornulated pictures of the candidate and the 
uterine goings on of Palin and her daughter 
Bristol. 

The Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles 
Times, NPR, Adweek and the New York Post 
are among the media that have written about 
Palin's 'feminism' while the youtube video of 
a talking head on CNBC will forever haunt 
me, raving about how Governor Palin has 
achieved 'the new feminist ideal' because 
men like himself aren't intimidated by her 
and want to fuck her. 

This is what Palin's feminism looks like: 
Under Palin's mayoral leadership, rape vic- 
tims of Wasilla who reported the violations 
of their persons were charged for their rape 
kits. Governor Palin is opposed to safe, legal 
abortion, even when the pregnancy is a result 
of rape or incest. Palin is opposed to health 
education and contraception. Palin is opposed 



to funding health care and places like Cov- 
enant House Alaska, a home for teen moth- 
ers. No friend to queers, Palin went beyond 
merely supporting Alaska's constitutional 
amendment to ban same- sex marriage, she 
supports stripping domestic partner benefits 
for state workers, which hurts heterosex- 
ual couples as well. Bonus: her church, the 
Wasilla Bible Church, is promoting a confer- 
ence designed to convert filthy homosexuals 
into god-hearting heterosexuals. Palin's other 
feminist credentials involve voicing her own 
lack of ambition, instead attributing her status 
to male support and approval, continuing to 
actively seek male approval, and not rejecting 
the maternal, sexual narrative that has been 
imposed on her. 

Well, that's what bothers me most as a 
feminist observing mainstream discourse. 
But leave us not forget that Palin is married 
to a Big Oil rep, supports drilling the fuck out 
of everything, devastating every square foot 
of land for industry, shooting wolves from 
aircrafts and teaching creationism in public 
schools. She challenges the listing of polar 
bears as an endangered species as well as the 
abundantly clear reality that human industry 
is causing the climate change we are expe- 
riencing. Despite Governor Palin's support 
and participation in some fairly destructive 
hunting, she has attacked Indigenous peoples' 
right to subsistence fishing and subsistence 
hunting. She has attacked Tribal Sovereignty 
and the use of Indigenous languages and is, 
generally, a fitting, and porn-tacular comple- 
ment to McCain's ticket of pure evil. 
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Discredit Ideals 
Not People 




by Cady 



Three weeks ago on a Saturday, I attend- 
ed a panel discussion on anti- electoral 
politics, put together by the Northeast 
Anarchist Network (NEAN). This panel was 
scheduled to take place on the weekend be- 
tween the Democratic National Convention 
and the Republican National Convention. 
The panel was called Discrediting Represen- 
tative Government, and it was to be a discus- 
sion between four anarchist theorists on both 
the faults of the two-party electoral system 
and corporate control. Many of us who at- 
tended had friends who were in another state 
protesting these same conventions. Certainly, 
I doubt that most of the room intended to 
vote, with the exception of a few socialists 
who had decided to attend. I personally had 
flyered for the event and engaged in some 
pre-event street theater in which a person 
dressed as a donkey married a person dressed 
as an elephant. I think it was safe to say that I, 
and almost assuredly many of the others who 
gathered at the Community Church on Boyl- 
ston Street, were expecting to get a thorough 
explanation of why voting is bad with helpful 
suggestions for what could replace our cur- 
rent system of "representative government," 
one which represents only a small fraction 
who are extremely wealthy white males. 

There are a few reasons that this didn't 
happen. First off, two of the speakers were 
unable to speak at the last minute. These two 
speakers happened to be those who had rather 
loosely been assigned the task of discussing 
what real horizontal organization might look 
like, so the topic didn't get a lot of discussion. 
Second, the two remaining accomplished and 
intelligent anarchist speakers weren't really 
interested in whether or not people vote. 



Cindy Millstein and her co-presenter Bill 
were certainly invested and interested in dis- 
mantling the systems of oppression and of 
corporate control that are the result of a two- 
party system that forces us to choose between 
the slightly lesser of two very-fucking- evils. 
What they weren't so sure about was the idea 
that nobody should vote while simultane- 
ously attempting to bring about an anarchist 
revolution. 

What they were actually interested in fight- 
ing, especially Cindy, who had just returned 
from the Democratic National Convention 
in Denver and the radical protests that took 
place in that city, was pointlessly divisive 
dogmatic, aggressive separatism on the part 
of young white punks, who try to compensate 
for the fact that they aren't being understood 
by yelling louder. What they wanted to dis- 
cuss and explain, especially Cindy, was that 
there are a lot of people who, with really good 
reason, are emotionally affected by the fact 
that there is so much support for Obama as 
elected official leader in a country that, within 
many of the delegates' lifetimes, wouldn't let 
a person of his color go to a decent elementa- 
ry school. What they were trying to get across 
is that this does in fact constitute progress and 
that scolding people who have been waiting 
an entire lifetime for this moment, especially 
scolding them from the very privileged posi- 
tion of white children of the middle-to-upper 
class that so many anarchists inhabit, is alien- 
ating, insensitive, and insulting. 

What Cindy Millstein described seeing in 
Denver was disheartening. She said that she 
saw no literature being handed out to ex- 
plain the anarchist position to those who did 
not understand who the protestors were. She 



described an anarchist speaker calling the 
Democratic nominee "Obama bin Laden," 
a racist nickname usually hurled at him by 
white supremacists. She talked about a green 
and black march in which the chant "Save the 
planet, heal the people," was heard as "Save 
the planet, kill the people," and not a single 
audience member, more convinced than ever 
that anarchists are in fact terrorists, had the 
privilege of an explanation from the march- 
ers, who seemed not to be making any at- 
tempt to engage those watching them. She de- 
scribed a crowd at the convention which was 
more diverse by nearly all standards — race, 
income-level, class, educational achieve- 
ment, and age — than the group of protestors 
who were wandering around the rest of Den- 
ver trying to explain why theirs was the true 
anti-oppressive position. 

I didn't hear any of the things I thought I 
would hear at the panel. Instead, I came away 
with this distinct impression: If a candidate 
who chooses for his staff those who helped 
engineer the crisis that has many people of 
color being forcibly evicted from their homes 
can attract more Latino union members to 
his camp than a group of anarchist Industrial 
Workers of the World (I WW) members with 
sincere anti-racist politics, then we need to 
work on our damn outreach. While people 
involved in mainstream politics hold dear 
many things that we as anarchists recognize 
as self-destructive and/or authoritarian, we 
will never gain any momentum as a move- 
ment by mocking or shaming or admonishing 
anybody. 

Not only is it mean to piss on a religious 
person's god with no provocation, to tell 
people who are very much in love that they 
made the wrong decision by getting married, 
to tell women that there's no difference be- 
tween a pro-choice and anti-choice candidate, 
to shout at people not to vote at the top of 
our lungs when we've already admitted that 
voting or not makes very little difference; it's 
counterproductive. It's a conceit that a bunch 
of kids are using as an excuse to feel superior 
and refer to themselves as somehow more 
evolved than the rest of this country. It needs 
to stop. 
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An Anti-War 
Resurgence? 



by Sublett 



Toward the end of his 2007 essay The 
Shock of Victory, David Graeber 
points out that the US government has 
taken extraordinary steps to protest-proof the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Among other 
measures, the Pentagon forbids photogra- 
phers from taking pictures of soldiers' cof- 
fins returning to the US Military tactics are 
designed more to avoid US casualties than to 
win battles. Even in the face of excruciating 
labor shortages, 
with some sol- 
diers returning for 
their fourth tour 
of duty, there has 
been no discussion 
of reinstating the 
draft, because even 
George W. Bush 
realizes that such a 
move would touch 
off massive dem- 
onstrations all over 
the country. 

The corpo- 

rate media have 
done their part to 
squelch any public 
dissent. They have 
down played and 
ignored any protest 
that has occurred 
far more than in 
the Vietnam years. 
A 10,000 strong 
anti-war march in 

Boston last October was hidden in the middle 
of the Boston Globe's metro section. Even 
the enormous protests in Washington, DC and 
elsewhere during the run-up to the Iraq inva- 
sion were buried in the press by an avalanche 
of pro-war cheer. 

Well-funded mainstream "progressive" or- 
ganizations, such as MoveOn.org and United 
for Peace and Justice, have aided and abet- 
ted the marginalization of protest. By forc- 
ing their followers to adopt watered-down, 
"non-violent" demonstration tactics that the 
establishment has long since learned how to 
deal with, the leaders of these groups have 
increased their influence in the Democratic 
Party at the price of any chance of actually 
shortening the war. Not surprisingly, many 



activists have become discouraged with this 
situation and left the anti-war movement. 

Yet in recent months there have been signs 
of resurgence. Protesters shut down down- 
town Washington, DC on this year's anni- 
versary of the Iraq invasion with a diverse 
mixture of tactics that included street the- 
ater, music, blockades, reclamation of public 
space and more. The Winter Soldier hearings 
held by Iraq Veterans Against the War were 
distributed widely on the internet (although 
they were of course ignored by the capitalist 
media). Anarchist-driven actions in Portland, 
Oregon and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, among 
other places, have shown the world that non- 
violent tactics don't have to be legal. 

More broadly, even some liberals seem 
to be recognizing the futility of permitted 
marches. The organizers of the mainstream 
protests at the recent Republican National 
Convention in Saint Paul, Minnesota en- 




dorsed a diversity of tactics and made a truce 
with local anarchists. 

Even here in Boston there has been a recent 
up tick in anti-war activity. On Friday, August 
2nd, upward of 100 protesters gathered for a 
rally at the recruiting center on Tremont Street 
across from Boston Common. The rally was 
part of a nation-wide mobilization to prevent 
war with Iran. An incomplete list of organi- 
zations taking part includes the International 
Socialist Organization, Iraq Veterans Against 
the War, Raging Grannies, Veterans for Peace 
and the UMASS Campus Anti-War Network. 
After rallying in front of the recruiting sta- 
tion for nearly two hours, protesters gathered 
on the Common for speeches, followed by a 
small march through downtown. Police pres- 



ence consisted of about 30 cops on bikes and 
motorcycles, who made no arrests. 

While this action was unremarkable in 
terms of immediate effectiveness, a few posi- 
tive signs could be detected. Two union lead- 
ers, representing the United Steelworkers and 
a hotel workers union, made brief speeches 
expressing solidarity against the wars. While 
their rank and file was not much in evidence, 
any mainstream union involvement in anti- 
war activism is encouraging. Also, the Army 
closed down the recruiting center for the day 
in anticipation of the protest. This was prob- 
ably an overreaction on their part, but it does 
demonstrate how the paranoia of the ruling 
class can be profitably exploited. 

But most of all, the energy and enthusi- 
asm shown by all those present indicated the 
level of anti-war sentiment that permeates the 
country. Even as protests have dwindled, the 

war has grown 
more unpopu- 
lar, to the point 
that 70% of the 
population now 
thinks it is a bad 
idea, accord- 
ing to recent 
polls. Anger at 
the war and the 
economy can 
be channeled 
into far more 
effective tactics 
than marching 
in circles and 
chanting slo- 
gans. The time 
is ripe for activ- 
ists and orga- 
nizers to seize 
the opportunity 
at hand and ig- 
nite a storm of 

protest that will make the anti-war movement 
impossible to ignore. 

This October 11th, the sixth anniversary 
of Congress' authorization to invade Iraq, 
major anti-war protests will be held in cities 
across the US. In Boston, there will be a rally 
on Boston Common at noon, followed by yet 
another march with signs and slogans. These 
protests are unlikely to have any more impact 
than their predecessors, but they may at least 
provide an opportunity for activists to reach 
out to those who are ready to do more than 
just march and chant. More information is 
available at: www.octllboston.org. 
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Every Monday: 

Papercut Zine Library meeting, 7:30pm, 45 Mt. Auburn 
St., Cambridge 

First Tuesday of Every Month: 

BAAM meeting, 7pm, Lucy Parsons Center, 549 
Columbus Ave, Boston 

Every Wednesday: 

Free Radical Film Nights at the Lucy Parsons Center, 7pm, 
Lucy Parsons Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston 

Second Tuesday of Every Month: 

Anarchist Black Cross meeting (defense and prison 
abolition group), 8pm, 45 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge 

Second Sunday of Every Month: 

Industrial Workers of the World meeting. 2pm, Lucy 
Parsons Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston 

Every Friday: 

Food Not Bombs free community meal, 4-6pm, Boston 
Common, Park St T-Stop 

Last Friday of Every Month: 

Critical Mass Bike Ride, meet in Copley Square, on 
Boylston between Clarendon and Dartmouth, 5pm. 
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Rigoberta Menchu running for 
President of Guatemala. 



Wednesday, September 24th 
When The Mountains Tremble. Shot at the height of a heated 
battle between the heavily-armed Guatemalan Military and a near- 
ly defenseless Mayan population, filmmakers Pamela Yates and 
Newton Thomas Si gel threw themselves into the center of a storm 
to capture live combat footage with a surprisingly robust passion 
and exhilarating flair. As the first film to depict this previously 
unreported war, it is firmly anchored by the firsthand accounts 
of Rigoberta Menchu, a Quiche Indian woman known around 
the world for her humanitarian efforts. Throughout the imminent 
chaos and danger, Menchu provides courage and optimism in a 
time where death squads kill without conscience and an oppres- 
sive dictator seizes power. 7pm at the Lucy Parsons Center, 549 
Columbus Ave, Boston. 

Friday, September 26th 

Northeastern Univ. School of Law's Society for Restorative 
Justice & And Still We Rise Productions present: And Still We 
Rise! A gripping performance of true life stories by our sisters 
and brothers directly impacted by the prison experience. Doors @ 
6:00pm, Show @ 6:30-8pm. FREE, At the Cabral Center at the 
O' Bryant African- American Institute 40 Leon St., Boston, MA 
(off Ruggles St., next to the Ruggles Orange Line T station ~ Park 
in the West Village Garage upon turning onto Leon St.) 
7:00pm 

Boston Jericho's Through Barbed Wire prison abolitionist 
event. Community Church Boston. 7-9pm. For details on this 
month's event, check: www.jerichoboston.org 

Also at 7:00pm 

CISPES - Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salva- 
dor present a film and discussion TBA. 7pm at the Lucy Parsons 

Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston. More 
information: http://www.lucyparsons.org/ 
calendar, php 



Saturday, September 27th 

Concert to benefit the Jericho March to 
Free All Political Prisoners and Abolish the 
Racist Prison System. Featuring BOJAH 
& THE INSURRECTION, BROADCAST 
LIVE, TOXIC SOIL BUSTERS, RE- 
FLECT & STRENGTHEN, AFRODZAK, 
CATCH WRECK, VCR, ALICIA 
GREENE, EVAN GREER. At the Com- 
munity Church of Boston, 565 Boylston 
St, Copley Square. $10-30 sliding scale. 
6- 10pm. ww.thejerichomovement.com 

Sunday, September 28th 
Really Really Free Market Allston + 
Anarchist Play Date. Forget Reces- 
sion: Here's Gift Economics. A mar- 
ket without money. Bring stuff to give 
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away and take free stuff. Please no fur- 
niture, and no drop-offs past 2pm. This 
event is also an anarchist play date, so 
bring sports and games equipment and 
ideas, and some running shoes. Followed 
by an informal game of anarchist football. 
At Ringer Park in Allston, off of Allston 

Street, near the baseball field. 10-4pm. 

Saturday, October 4th 
Jimmy Higgins: A Life in the Labor 
Movement. A play, written and per- 
formed by Harlan Baker, directed by 
Christopher Price. The play is set on the 
eve of the 1960 Presidential race, on 
which labor activist Jimmy Higgins is 
interviewed by a college reporter about his 
long life. He recounts his meetings with 
Gene Debs and other radicals opposed to 
American participation in 
World War 1, his experience in the 1924 
union backed "Fighting Bob" LaFollette 
Presidential campaign, and his adventures 
as a labor reporter covering organizing 
drives of tenant farmers and auto workers 
in the 1930s. Tickets $25. Sponsored by 
the Massachusetts AFL-CIO 
Info: (617) 354-5078, web site: dsaboston. 
org. 4:00 pm at Encuentro 5, 33 Harrison 
Ave., 5th Fir., Chinatown, Boston 

Sunday, October 5th 
Protest the "Walk for Life," of the 

Massachusetts Citizens for Life. Join 
anarchists at a counter protest planned by 



various liberal groups and non-profits to 
demand the right to a safe abortion for all 
women. Please bring signs, handouts and 
friends. 1:30PM on Boston Common. 

4pm 

Prisoner support day with the Boston An- 
archist Black Cross. Help us send letters, 
literature and info to our friends and com- 
rades locked up in the US prison system. 
4pm at the Zine Library, 45 Mnt Auburn 
St, Cambridge. 

Friday, October 10th 

NYC. noon- Moving Agitational Picket 
1st Ave. from 42nd to 47th Sts. Bring 
your banners, signs, noisemakers, drums, 
whistles, etc. Simultaneous delegation to 
United Nations for meeting inside UN De- 
mand Freedom for Our Political Prisoners 
and POWs! Evening Concert to Benefit the 
Prisoners @ the Knitting Factory, NYC! 

Saturday, October 11th 

NYC - noon Rally at the Harlem State 
Office Building @ 163 W. 125th Street 
(between Lenox & A.C. Powell) March 
through Harlem @ 1 p.m. Closing Rally 
Site TBA @ 3 p.m. 

Boston - Anti-War Protest, Boston Com- 
mon - Beacon & Charles Sts.END THE 
WAR! BRING THE TROOPS HOME 
NOW! On October 11, 2002 Congress ap- 
proved the "Iraq War Resolution" granting 
the Bush administration authorization to 
invade Iraq. On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 



11, 2008-exactly six years later~we will 
be sending a message to the war mak- 
ers in Washington and to the world: We 
want this war to end and we want it to end 
now! Volunteers needed. Contact us today! 
October 1 1 Mobilizing Committee www. 
octllboston.org info@octllboston.org 
617.230.9382 Music starts at 11:00 AM. 
Rally starts at 12pm. 

Davis Square, Somerville Third 
Annual Honk! Festival. Twenty -five 
activist street bands from all over the 
world come to Davis Square, starting at 
11:30am, to take over and perform until 
9pm. Free music all day! Followed by a 
Reclaim the Streets parade on Sunday at 
Noon and more music until Sunday Night. 
For more info go to honkfest.org 

Weekend of October 18th-19th 

General Assembly of the Northeast Anar- 
chist Network. Syracuse, NY. Details TBA. 
www. NeAnarchi st. Net 

November 5th. 

Guy Fox Day, also Election Results Day. 
Wear your mask, whoever they vote for, we 
are ungovernable. 

December 6th and 7th. 

New England Subregional Assembly of 
the Northeast Anarchist Network. Port- 
land, Maine. More TBA. 
www. NeAnarchi st. Net 



Help us save trees! (paper and money) 
For a free email subscription, contact 
Jakeattrenchesfullofpoets@riseup.net 



Contributors to this month's issue 

-Adrienne 



3ruce Paul 



-Dave Goodman 
-Jake Carman 
-Jeff Reinhardt 




-John Cleary 

-Molly 

-Sofia Jarrin 

-Sublett 



What is Anarchism? 

Anarchism is the theory and practice of a human society or- 
ganizing without hierarchy, authority and oppression. This 
means that all people have equal access to the decision-mak- 
ing process and to the products of their collective labor. Anar- 
chy can be described as true, direct democracy. It is horizon- 
tal: i.e. workers working together without bosses, neighbors 
organizing housing and neighborhoods without landlords, 
and people making decisions without politicians. There are 
many different ideas on how to get there and what exactly it 
will look like. We can talk all we want, but only a truly free 
and revolutionary people will be able to decide what their 
revolution will look like. So comrades, let's get to work! 
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